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first followers in describing their relation to him in like
manner overleap the bounds of ordinary figurative lan-
guage. Christ, in a passage to which allusion has already
been made, demanded of his followers that they should
hate their father and mother for his sake, and St. Paul in
many passages declares that Christ is his life and his very
self. It is precisely this intense personal devotion, this
habitual feeding on the character of Christ, so that the
essential nature of the Master seems to pass into and be-
come the essential nature of the servant—loyalty carried to
the point of self-annihilation—that is expressed by the
words c eating the flesh and drinking the blood of Christ.'
Much remains to be said about the details of Christian
morality, but the reader should already be in a condition
to understand and judge of its scope. And let us pause once
more to consider that which remains throughout a subject
of ever-recurring astonishment, the unbounded personal
pretensions which Christ advances. It is common in
human history to meet with those who claim some su-
periority over their fellows. Men assert a preeminence
over their fellow-citizens or fellow-countrymen and be-
come rulers of those who at first were their equals, but
they dream of nothing greater than some partial control
over the actions of others for the short space of a lifetime.
Few indeed are those to whom it is given to influence
future ages. Yet some men have appeared who have been
6 as levers to uplift the earth and roll it in another course.'
Home? by creating literature, Socrates by creating science,
Caesar by carrying civilisation inland from the shores of
the Mediterranean, Newton by starting science upon a
career of steady progress, may be said to have attained
this eminence. But these men gave a single impact like

